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5.7  Sampling
5.7.1  The laboratory shall have a sampling plan and procedures for sampling when it carries out sampling of substances,  materials or products for subsequent testing or calibration. The sampling plan as well as the sampling procedure shall be available at the location where sampling is undertaken. Sampling plans shall whenever reasonable be based on appropriate statistical methods. The sampling process shall address the factors to be controlled ensuring the validity of the test and calibration results.


NOTE 1  Sampling is a defined procedure whereby a part of a substance, material or product is taken to provide for testing or calibration of a representative sample of the whole. Sampling can also be required by the appropriate specification for which the substance, material or product is to be tested or calibrated. In certain cases (e.g., forensic analysis), the sample may not be representative but is determined by availability.


NOTE 2  Sampling procedures should describe the selection, sampling plan, withdrawal and preparation of a sample or samples from a substance, material or product to yield the required information.

5.7.2  Where the client requires deviations, additions or exclusions from the documented sampling procedure, these shall be recorded in detail with the appropriate sampling data and included in all 

documents containing test and/or calibration results, and shall be communicated to the appropriate personnel.

5.7.3  The laboratory shall have procedures for recording relevant data and operations relating to sampling that forms part of the testing or calibration that is undertaken. These records shall include the sampling procedure used, the identification of the sampler, environmental conditions (if relevant) and the diagrams or other equivalent means to identify the sampling location as necessary and, if appropriate, the statistics the sampling procedures are based upon.
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