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Technology Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce


A Public Forum on

Efforts to Update Federal and State Packaging and Labeling Laws and Regulations to Give Manufacturers the Option to Voluntarily Label Packages with Only Metric Units

Date:
Thursday, November 7, 2002

Times:
9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

Location:
U.S. Department of Commerce Auditorium

Herbert C. Hoover Building 

14th & Constitution Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20230

This forum is being sponsored by the National Institute of Standards and Technology of the U.S. Department of Commerce and the National Conference on Weights and Measures. 

 Purpose of forum:

· To provide an opportunity for consumers, manufacturers, packagers, exporters and importers, retailers, federal and state agencies, and other interested parties to express their views on removing restrictions on voluntary metric-only labeling. 

· To review federal and state laws and regulations relating to package labeling requirements, especially as they relate to the voluntary use of metric-only units. 

· To present information on the progress of the states to allow voluntary metric-only labeling and a proposal to amend the U.S. Fair Packaging and Labeling

· Act so all packagers have the option of using only metric units on package labels. 

· To identify and address concerns (e.g., regarding the ability of consumers to make value comparisons) which can be dealt with through cooperative efforts.

· To identify areas of work needed to ensure the effective voluntary transition to the use of metric units in all commercial transactions.

· To seek partners to work with NIST in forming a national working group that will actively pursue the elimination of legal barriers to voluntary metric-only labeling in federal and state packaging and labeling laws and regulations. 

Participation - Advance Registration Required
The forum is free and open to the public but space will be limited. Advance registration is also required for Department of Commerce security purposes and to ensure that all participants receive a name badge and any handout materials. The deadline for registration is 5 P.M. EST on November 1, 2002. 

To register by email

Send an email indicating that you want to register for the "Public Forum on Labeling" and include the following information (Name, Title, Affiliation, Mailing Address, City, State, Country (if your office is not located in the U.S.), Zip Code, Email address, and Telephone Number) to metric_prg@nist.gov

To register by fax or mail 





For additional information

Send the attached registration form to: 




Contact one of the forum coordinators listed below

The National Institute of Standards and Technology 



Mr. James McCracken, Laws and Metric Group at

Weights and Measures Division 





metric_prg@nist.gov or 301-975-3690

Laws and Metric Group

100 Bureau Drive MS 2000





Mrs. Linda D. Crown, Laws and Metric Group at

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-2000 




linda.crown@nist.gov or 301-975-3998

Telephone: 301-975-3690
 Fax: 301-948-1416 



Registration Form

Fax to NIST at 301-948-1416

Public Forum on Efforts to Update Federal and State Packing and Labeling Laws to Give Manufacturers the Option to Voluntarily Label Packages with Only Metric Units

Please register me for the NIST and the National Conference on Weight and Measures sponsored forum that will be held on November 7, 2002, at the U.S. Department of Commerce Headquarters Building in Washington, D.C.

The deadline for registration is 5 P.M. EST on November 1, 2002.

Name: 













Title:  













Affiliation:  












Mailing Address:  











City:   






State/Country:  




Zip/Postal Code:  







Email:  





 @ 






Telephone:  





 Fax:  






Mail or fax to:

The National Institute of Standards and Technology

Weights and Measures Division 

Laws and Metric Group 

100 Bureau Drive MS 2000 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-2000

Tel:  301-975-3690   Fax: 301-948-1416 


