USG Validation of E-Gov Standards

Goals:

Provide a formal, streamlined process and central reference site for USG validated (i.e., officially
approved) E-Gov standards.

Embed validated E-Gov standards into the USG procurement process.
Background:

The mission of each E-Gov Initiative and LOB requires deployment of innovative, web-based
information technology (IT) services. Standards are required for deployment of E-Gov services
to ensure the necessary interoperability and security between government
agencies/businesses/citizens. To date, some of the E-Gov Initiatives and LOB have adopted
specific standards deemed to be necessary for accomplishing their respective missions. In some
instances, no suitable private sector consensus standards were available and USG unique
standards have been developed and adopted. Due to the innovative nature of the E-Gov services
and the lessons learned from initial deployments, changes (e.g., additions, amendments) to some
of the adopted standards are occurring on a regular basis (e.g., yearly).

Requirements of USG Validation Process:

1. E-Gov standards (new and revised) or E-gov standards adoption
processes are validated promptly (i.e., in days, rather than in weeks or
months).

2. Timely, comprehensive information about all USG validated E-Gov
standards available from one, central official source.

3. OMBJ/GSA policy mandates the use of USG validated E-Gov standards for
the acquisition and deployment of E-Gov services.

Synopsis of USG Standards Validation Process:

1. A guestionnaire regarding the selection of private sector consensus
standards or for the development of USG unique standards is posted by
NIST on the NIST administered web site (Standards.gov) under 'USG
Validation Process for E-Gov Standards.'

2. In cooperation with the E-Gov Initiatives and LOB, NIST identifies all E-
Gov standards that have already been adopted by each E-Gov Initiative
and LOB.

3. For each identified standard, the relevant E-Gov Initiative or LOB submits
to NIST their answers to the questions.

4. NIST reviews and validates E-Gov standards that have already been
adopted by each E-Gov Initiative and LOB.



http://ts.nist.gov/Standards/E-Gov/upload/E-gov%20questionnaire1.pdf
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As an alternative, NIST may review the standards adoption process used
by the LOB or Initiative to determine if it is comparable to the NIST
process.

Standards selected by LOBs and Initiatives that use a standards selection
process that is considered by NIST to be comparable in rigor to the NIST
process will be considered to be validated.

All pertinent information about the initial set of validated E-Gov standards
posted by NIST on the 'E-Gov Standards Resource Center.'

As each new E-Gov standard is selected or developed by a specific E-Gov
Initiative or LOB whose process has not been validated, the standard and
the answers to the questions in the questionnaire are submitted to NIST.
NIST reviews and validates each submitted E-Gov standard.

Initiatives and LOBs whose process has been validated will provide NIST
with the name and relevant information on each new standard that has
been adopted under that process.

All pertinent information about newly validated E-Gov standards is posted
by NIST on the 'E-Gov Standards Resource Center.’

On an annual basis NIST, polls all E-Gov Initiatives and LOB to confirm all
of the posted information about validated E-Gov standards.

Incorporation of Validated E-Gov Standards into the Planning, Acquisition and
Deployment of E-Gov Services:

1.

2.

OMB/GSA includes the requirements for validated E-Gov standards in
appropriate procurement policy (e.g., FAR, Exhibit 300).

USG RFIs, RFPs, and awarded contracts reference the relevant,
mandatory validated standards at Standards.gov.
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